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Sot NOIL ON THE SANDPIPERS IN THE PATNA 
DISTRICT, BEHAR, RECORDING THE OCCURRENCE 
OF THE AVOCET SANDPIPER; THE CURLEW STINT 
AND THE BROAD-BILLED STINT FROM INLAND 
LOCALITIES. 


The following is a list of the Sandpipers taken by me in the 
Patna District recently, whilst investigating the birds of this place. 
It may prove of interest as some sea-shore and estuarine forms 
are recorded far inland. The date in brackets iaee the earliest 
date on which the birds were seen: 


Numenius arquata orientalis, Brehm. The Eastern Curlew. 
(7th September). 

Numenius phaeopus, Linn. The Whimbrel. (7th September). 

Limosa l. limosa, Linn. The Black-tailed Godwit. (roth 
August). 

Limosa l. melanuroides, Gould. The Eastern Black-tailed God- 
wit. (7th October). 

Limosa |. lapponica, Linn. The Bar-tailed Godwit. 

The above birds are met with on the Ganges as well as on 
inland jheels. 

Terekia cinereus, Gulden. The Avocet Sandpiper. (11th Sep- 
tember). 

A specimen was obtained from a local bird-catcher on 11-9-36 
and another seen with the same man on 10-10-36. 

Tringa ochropus, Linn. The Green Sandpiper. 

Common on inland jheels, less so on the Ganges. 

Tringa stagnatilis, Bechstein. The Marsh Sandpiper. (26th 
August). =E : 

Common on inland jheels, less frequently met with on the 
Ganges. This bird should be removed to the genus Glottis; the 
pattern of its plumage is very similar to that of the Greenshank 
and its bill is also upturned. 

Tringa hypoleucos, Linn. The Common Sandpiper. 

Only noticed on the Ganges where it is usually solitary. 

Tringa glareola, Linn. The Wood Sandpiper. (26th August). 

Plentiful both on inland jheels and on the Ganges. 

Tringa t. totanus, Linn. The Redshank. (26th August). 

Very common on the Ganges where it is sometimes met with 
in very large flocks, also observed on the jheels. 

Tringa erythropus, Pallas. The Spotted Redshank. (26th 
August). 

Frequently taken on inland jheels, rarely observed on the Ganges. 

Glottis nebularia, Gunn. The Greenshank. 

Extremely common on the Ganges, also seen on jheels. 
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Philomachus pugiiax, Linn. The Ruff and the Reeve. (26th 
August. 

The number of these birds which are hawked about by bird- 
catchers is enormous; they are found in very large flocks on jheels. 
I have never noticed them on the Ganges. These birds are most 
variable in colouration and I have collected about eight different 
phases in plumage but none had ruffs. 

Erolia m. minuta, Leisler. The Little Stint. (27th August). 

Very common both on the Ganges and on jheels; many birds 
were in summer plumage on arrival. 

rolia temminckii, Leisler. Temminck’s Stint. (roth October). 

Common on jheels, less on the Ganges. 

Erolia testacea, Pallas. The Curlew Stint. (8th September). 

A few specimens taken on jheels. 

Erolia a. alpina, Linn. The Dunlin. 

Taken on the Ganges only. 


Limicola falcinellus sibirica, Dresser. The Eastern Broad-billed 
Sandpiper. (8th September). 

A few specimens taken on jheels. 

Capella g. gallinago, Linn. The Common Snipe. (29th Sep- 
tember). ee - 

A few taken on jheels. 
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XXIV.—SARUS FLOCKS. 


A letter on this subject appeared in your August issue. I have 
noticed that Sarus Cranes flock together in India (Rajputana) and 
in Burma (Karenni), but if I remember right they only do so at 
a certain season of the year—in March and carly April. I have 
put such gatherings down to an annual, matrimonial gathering where 
and when the voung birds are given the opportunity of meeting 
their kind and advice that parents usually offer to their children 
on such oceasions. I believe such marriage marts are held in the 
case of other species of cranes and any information on the subject 
from naturalists who can tell us about them would be most 
interesting. Does not a certain amount of dancing take place 
before the debutantes ? 


TAUNGEYI, S. SHAN STATES, T. R. LIVESEY. 
September 30, 1936. 


|Sarus Crane are usually found in pairs or accompanied by one 
or two young. Occasionally these crane collect in flocks, but whether 


